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A privilege of mine as Board President is sharing good news.  
Today, I’m proud to present our FY26 Annual Report detailing 
Classical KING’s solid financial progress in the same year that 
federal budget cuts threatened to undermine our future.  
I couldn’t be prouder of what we accomplished with your help.  
This report shows the power of a committed donor community.  
Classical KING remains home for classical music in the Pacific 
Northwest because you cared with such passion. Bravi! 

Equally deserving of recognition is Brenda Barnes, whose  
leadership we must thank for shepherding us through this  
crisis and for her larger community vision. Brenda stepped  
down in March after eight years as Classical KING’s CEO.  
Her genius was growing the station’s collaborations and  
listener engagement.  
 
While guiding the station into a new digital era, Brenda  
championed local and national audience research, helping  
redefine and refresh the station’s engagement with new  
classical audiences. In her honor, we have established the  
Barnes Research & Innovation Fund to continue analysis and 
experimentation that advance Classical KING’s mission. We are 
delighted Brenda remains close to the station and wish her 
much joy in her well-deserved retirement. 

After a national search, the Board unanimously selected Classical 
KING’s own Rob Wiseman as CEO. The former Chief Advancement 
Officer is highly respected by Board members, donors, volunteers, 
and staff alike. Rob is a proven leader with deep ties to the  
region’s cultural community. After a seamless transition, he is 
spearheading efforts to reach broader audiences and amplifying 
our incredible musical partners. We are thrilled to have Rob  
at the helm. 

We hope you find this Annual Report valuable. We share this  
information with respect for your partnership and, as always,  
with deep appreciation for your generous support. 

With gratitude,

Susan Harmon
President, Board of Directors

It’s incredible to think how much can change in just one year. That’s a testament to you,  
our incredible Classical KING family. Because of you, Classical KING smoothly and  
seamlessly transitioned to a 100% community-supported station. That was no small feat. 

Classical KING donors rose to the challenge when the U.S. Congress defunded the Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting, placing immediate and intense pressure on our operating budget. 
Your swift action kept the music playing without interruption. Within months, we changed our 
business model without disruption to programming or personnel changes. We couldn’t  
be more grateful to you for your caring generosity.

In appreciation, we are pleased to share this 2026 Annual Report, which provides an overview of our 
FY26 financial position. We feel positive about Classical KING’s future and are confident you will too. 

The Strength of Community Support.  
Today’s Classical KING relies solely on private investment from individuals, foundations,  
Pacific Northwest companies, and local government agencies. Individuals provide more than 
90% of this funding and have deep personal relationships with the station. This breadth of  
community support holds the key to our future. 

In FY26, we were overjoyed to welcome 1,701 new donors and celebrate more than 4,248 individuals 
who chose to increase their giving. Among leadership donors, we welcomed 10 new program 
sponsors and dozens of inspirational matching fund donors. This foundation, including growth 
potential of new audiences, shows a solid transition to a community-supported business model, 
led by individual giving.

We are confident Classical KING is in good hands with a donor 
community strongly committed to our future. If you have any 
questions after reviewing the Annual Report, please don’t  
hesitate to contact our team. Your partnership is a top priority  
as we champion classical music together. 

Warm regards, 

Rob Wiseman, CEO

FROM OUR CEOFROM OUR PRESIDENT
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Host Maggie Molloy  
interviewing baritone  

Joseph Lattanzi on  
Northwest Focus Live



The Seattle Sings 
Choral Festival  
is the largest 
gathering of  
choral singers  
in the nation

• Three days
• 100+ choirs
• 6,300+ singers

Did you know . . . 
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30,000+
Classical albums in 
our muisc library

1,500
New albums reviewed 
annually

110
live performances 
broadcast each year

5,000
Hours of live-hosted 
programming annually

365+
Classical KING studio 
tours annually

78
Years Classical King has 
served the Pacific Northwest

A community that sings together   
 
Scott Kovacs knows what it’s like to stand at the epicenter of 6,300 voices lifted in song  
as co-chair of the Seattle Sings Choral Festival, the largest gathering of choral singers  
in the nation. 

“When people sing together, something changes in the room. You can feel it. There’s a  
sense of trust, vulnerability, and connection that reminds us we belong to one another,”  
Kovacs said. 

The annual, three-day Seattle Sings festival features more than 100 Pacific Northwest choirs  
performing a commissioned piece from a living composer. For years, Classical KING has  
proudly helped promote and support the festival as a media sponsor and partner.

“Classical KING helps carry those moments into the broader community,” said Kovacs, also  
a founding board member of the Greater Seattle Choral Consortium, which presents  
Seattle Sings. 
 
The festival brings together choruses of all types and sizes from across Puget Sound.  
They range from professional ensembles to community and neighborhood groups.  
Each group performs the new choral work commissioned by a local composer.  
The festival performances often invite audience members to join the choir in song  
which create a joyful experience of musical communion. 

As a long-time media sponsor, Classical KING brings the festival to life through on-air  
storytelling, digital promotion, and on-site engagement. We highlight the artists,  
organizations, and community members who make this event special. 

Partnerships like this one reflect Classical KING’s commitment to an accessible, thriving  
classical arts scene. It’s one more way we celebrate our community’s artistic spirit while 
strengthening the cultural fabric of the Pacific Northwest. 

Seattle Sings Choral Festival Choir 
with Timothy Takach, conductor, 
and Chris Vincent, piano



Dean says, “The soothing sound of this music takes me back to my days in the  
orchestra and comforts me on stressful days.”  
 
We’re honored to learn about these wrinkle-in-time moments when the magic we  
work in the studio reaches into your world. We delight in hearing how a piece of music  
resonates or our hosts connect through their storytelling. That’s all part of the community 
we strive to create through carefully curated programming to appeal to all listeners. 
 
Robert from Lake Stevens said it was a feeling of relationship that drove his donation  
in honor of his wife, Paula. “Paula is no longer here, but [Classical KING] will always  
remain and, thus, be a constant reminder to me of her,” he said. 

For Francis from Huntington, IN the connection has only deepened over the decades.  

 

 

In a time when communal experiences are harder to come by, Classical KING is grateful  
to be part of listeners’ lives, enhancing moments of connection and comfort. It’s an honor 
for us to know we have been there for you and your families just as you have been there for 
us, particularly in this challenging last year. 

We’re grateful that you continue to invite Classical KING into your lives in meaningful ways. 
Your stories, like this one from Megan of Port Orchard, WA reminds us of our mission to 
bring classical music to all. 

“I love Classical King because it has been a treasured part of my life for all of my life,” 
Megan says, “My grandparents, parents and I have enjoyed the music. It is truly a gift!” 

Where the music 
meets you
Throughout your day and during the important 
times in your life, we’re there as your source of joy, 
connection, and solace. Listeners have told us how 
Classical KING helps shape their days and provides 
comfort during extraordinary times in their lives. 

Anne of Victoria, BC summed up a universal  
sentiment when she said, “[Classical KING] is  
our constant companion and makes our house  
a home.” 

For many listeners, the connection becomes  
deeply personal. We frequently hear how  
Classical KING becomes intertwined with family 
memories, traditions, and daily routines. 

“My dad always had Classical KING on in the  
car while I was growing up,” said Emily from  
Des Moines, WA. “It became comforting to have 
it on the radio now that I’m an adult driving my 
own car. Classical music has always been a  
way to connect with and to my dad.”  

Pamela from Mesa, AZ is instilling a similar  
memory with her 11-year-old grandson. “[He] loves 
riding in my car and listening to Classical KING 
with me. He always talks about how calming  
the music is.”  

We listen closely to your stories. They inform how 
we design the complete package of what you hear 
on the air, from pacing to content to conversations. 
All shaped by a team to create the experience we 
bring to you.  

Washington residents Mare from Seattle and  
Dean from Gig Harbor have both turned to  
Classical KING to unwind from the stress of  
their days. 
 
“As a mental health therapist, my days can  
be heavy,” Mare said. “Classical KING is always 
there to ground or escape, whatever I need.  
I am immensely grateful.”
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“I’ve been listening to Classical KING for several decades  
and find that the beautiful music and engaging hosts  
continue to brighten my day,”      — FRANCIS, HUNTINGTON, IN

Min Kwon, piano, performing 
on Northwest Focus Live

On-air hosts Nikhil Sarma 
and Dave Beck during a 

fund drive



Financial Report 
This has been an extraordinary year for Classical KING. In budgeting for FY26, we planned  
for the total loss of federal funding. Unfortunately, that prediction came true in July 2025.  
While hopeful that donors would help us close the gap, we knew that many other non-profits 
were facing similar challenges, amid growing economic uncertainty. And this was not a  
one-time challenge: the loss would be permanent. We planned cautiously: removing federal 
funding from revenue projections, assuming only modest growth in listener support, and  
reducing expenses.

Not only did you help replace the federal funding we lost, you gave generously to help  
Classical KING weather the uncertainty ahead with greater strength and stability. We are  
profoundly grateful for your belief in the future of Classical KING and for the care you  
showed when it mattered most.

While revenue increased significantly this year, our expenses have been carefully managed  
to meet critical needs. Every dollar has been thoughtfully designated to prepare us for the  
future and grow the audience for classical music in our region. As a result, Classical KING’s  
current cash and invested assets include a diverse array of funds, reserves, and investments  
for the future.

Classical KING is committed to transparency. To access our detailed financial reports and annual audits, visit classicalking.org/annual-report.

FY26 Operating Results  I  July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026

Cash & Invested Assets  I  As of June 30, 2026

REVENUE 

Individual Philanthropy	 $5,816,499

Foundations			  $86,000

Local Government		  $83,646

Federal Government	 $0

Underwriting		  $250,000

Other				   $113,855

Revenue Total		  $6,350,000

EXPENSES 

Compensation			   $3,357,858

Programming			   $991,478

Broadcast Operations		  $643,219 

Fundraising				    $719,158

Administration			   $280,244  

Expense Total			   $5,992,102

Balance of Revenue vs. Expense	 $357,898

Allocation to Reserves		  ($357,898)

End of Year Balance		  $0

Capital Expenditure  
Fund 

Operating Reserve 

Digital Audience  
Engagement Initiative 

Barnes Research  
& Innovation Fund 

Board Designated  
Fund

$3,701,982

$1,544,845

$287,000

$542,650

$7,044,799

$13.1M Cash & Invested Assets

• Digital Audience Engagement Initiative: This fund will fuel the growth of our  
  digital services to reach new and younger listeners.  We anticipate using this  
  fund over the next three years to ensure rapid progress on digital platforms.  

• Operating Reserve: A prudent six-months of operating expenses reserved to  
  cover unexpected financial difficulties or emergencies. 

• Capital Expenditures Fund: Used for capital expenditures such as replacing  
  failing equipment and upgrading HVAC to keep studios properly cooled. 

• Barnes Research and Innovation Fund: Created to honor former CEO  
  Brenda Barnes, this fund will be used to support future research and pilot projects. 

• Board Designated Fund: Invested assets that will fuel long-term audience growth  
  and financial stability for Classical KING.  

Because of you, Classical KING is on strong financial footing and better prepared for the  
challenges ahead. Your generosity not only sustains this organization—it lifts and encourages 
our staff, our board, and everyone who believes in the importance of making classical music 
broadly accessible in the Pacific Northwest. Thank you for standing with us so wholeheartedly.
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What happened next was extraordinary.  
You, along with fellow donors and listeners, responded 

with a level of generosity that deeply moved us. 



Donor Listing
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“I love Classical King because it has been a  
treasured part of my life for all of my life.”  

 
— MEGAN, PORT ORCHARD, WA

David McDade, piano, and Colin Adkins, tenor, 
during a Northwest Focus Live performance
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Nancy Sprick and Michael Mirra 
Ann Squire
Aaron Stachowiak
Philippa Stairs
Kathleen Stamm
Michael and Mary Jo Stansbury 
Evan Stark
Karen Stay

Alan Steele
Gretchen Stengel
Kristi Sternitzke-Morton and  
    John Morton
Dr. W. Theodore and  
    Donna Steudel
Delphine and Charles Stevens
Peter Stewart
Kate Stewart and  
    Deborah DeWolfe
Susan J. Stillman
Verner and Marianne Stillner
Nicholas Strathy
Peter Straus and Katie Gardella
Ann and Harold Strong
Mark Stumpf
Jean Sullivan
Vivika Sundqvist
Susan Chatlos-Susor and  
    Thomas Susor
Kim and George Suyama
Stephen and Yolanda Swann
Sharon Swift
Don and Gloria Swisher
Peter and Stephanie Symes
Bonnie Takasugi and  
    Clarence Stewart 
David Tan and Sherilyn Anderson
Zachary Tanaid
Kourosh Tari
David Tarshes and  
    Deborah Kerdeman
Mary Tate-Phillips
Nelda and William Taylor
Steve Tharinger
Carol and Ken Theimer
Jamie Thomson Pate
Phil Thorp
Brad Tong and Nanette Fok
Jeff and Sheri Tonn 
David Towne
Jeffrey Tucker
Tulalip Tribes Charitable  
    Contributions
Lance Vail
John H. Van Lierop, Jr. 
Claudia and Daryl Vander Pol
Diane Verge
Sally Vogel 
Floyd and Pamela Vogt 
Mary and Don Wacker
Ted and Iris Wagner
Laura Wagner
Jay Stuart Wakefield and  
    Susanne Mygatt Wakefield 
Maggie Walker 
Jean Muir and Ian Walker 
Robert and Karen Wamstad
Ziyi Wang and Du Liang
Ellen and Bill Wanless
Susan Wanwig
Molly Warner
Elizabeth Watson
Laurie Weckel
Kathryn Wehle and Theresa Haynie
Robyn Weimer
Liana Welty 
Jon Westergaard
Karen Wetherell
Jack Whelan
Melet Whinston

Listing reflects cumulative donations received July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026.

Margaret Barbier  
Brenda and Bill Barnes
Shane Barnes
David and Corry Barr 
Robert and Mary Barrett
Anne Barry
Annette Baumgartner
Chuck Bean
Jonathan Beard and  
    Grace Nordhoff  
Jeanette Beaumier
Ann Beck
Winnie Becker
Lanie Belic
Teresa Bell
Barbara Belt and Paul Erb
Christine Benoit
Peter Benson
Alfred Berg
Janice Berlin
Jean Berry
Winston and Brett Berry
David Bjorkquist
Toko Bjornson
Audrey and Hunter Black
Susana and Brian Blackman
Ann Blank
Eileen Bleeker
Beth Blosten and  
    Thomas Linder 
Leslie Boba 
Shirley Bonney
Terri Bookwalter
Annette Border  
Lynn Borgatta
Madeline Borhani
Scott Bosen
Priscilla Bowerman
Richard Bowers
John Bozeat
Kate Bradley
Jeremy Bradshaw
Mary Anne Braund and  
    Stephen Pellegrin
George and Karen Bray
Jon and Bobbe Bridge
Michael Brooks
Mr. Kenneth and  
    Micaela Brostrom
Brian Brown 
Jeffrey Brown
Lora Lee Brown
Basilia Brownell
Korte Brueckmann
Gary Bryan
James Burbidge 
Glenda Burdick 
Richard and Sharon Bynum
Phil Bytheway
Elizabeth Cady
Kathleen Cain
Brendan Camarda
Laura Cannon
Jon and Jeanne Cantalini
Darla Capetillo
Paul and Martha Capra
Eugene Carlson 
Paul Carlson
Richard and Elaine Carpenter
Paul and Betsy Carroll
Ross and Julie Case



Bree Mangold, staff, interviewing an  
attendee at our inaugural Seattle Classical.

Thank you for your incredible generosity. 

Because of you, Classical KING continues as a  
champion for classical music in the Pacific Northwest!
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Legacy Circle
Anonymous (33)
Kathleen Allen
Sharon and Doug Andrews
Marilyn Annin
Seth and Vicky Arlow
Kathy Baird
Brenda and Bill Barnes
Chuck Bean
Hugh Beck
Melvin Belding and  
    Kate Brostoff Belding
Janice Berlin
Jean Berry
Scott Bessho
Sharon Bidwell
Thomas Bingman
James Birdsall
Lenora Blauman
Leslie Boba
Marie Boitano
Laura Bolles-Kocan and Richard Kocan
Antoinette Botsford
Jaclyn Brandt
Leslie and Jeffrey Brown
Sean Burrus
Richard and Sharon Bynum
Phil Bytheway
David Calof
Diana K. Carey
Paul and Betsy Carroll
Patricia Charlson
Carol Christiansen
Steven and Judith Clifford
Robert Cole and Jean MacGregor
Midge Convery
Sarah Crosby
Cassandra Crowley
Daniel Dahl
Kristine Davenny
Patricia Davis
Jim and Gaylee Duncan
Lois Gamble Duncan
Shelley and John Dziedzic
Bruce Edens
JoLynn Edwards
Lynda Emel and Carter Bentley 
Edanna Ericson
Dean Farnham and Hye Yong Pak
Virginia Felton and Jeffrey Hancock
Jed Fife
L Charles and Sharron A. FitzGerald
Levana Fletcher
Ernie Fosse
Diane E. Frank 
Gretchen Freed and Matt Loschen
Jeremy Freestone 
Sharon French
Karen Fuhrwerk 
Diana Gao
Jacqueline Gause

Sandra and Joe Gordon
Jeffery Graham and John Longres
Elizabeth Gray
Sue Grigsby
Lyn and Jerry Grinstein
Thomas Grow
Christine Hagopian
Susan Hall
Rod Halpin
Melvin Hansen
Roger Hanson
Susan Harmon and Richard Meyer
Michael Harvey
Julia Hecht and Kenneth Walkky
Carol and Walter Hedman
Mary Ann and Larry Heeren
Linda Hiatt
Karen Hibbert
Kevin Hill
Steve and Sandra Hill
Christine Hinds
Lewjean and Hendrik Holmes
David and Shelley Hovind
Domingo Hui
Robert and Marta Jacoby
Ann Janes-Waller and Fletch Waller
Johnny Jeans
Mary Johanson
Chris Johnson
Roberta and Larry Jordan
Christopher Juberg
Dave Kaplan
Michael and Nancy Kappelman
Karen Keith
David Kerlick
Philip Kern
Stephen and Laura Kern
Alexis Kiselyk
Lilia Knight
Richard Kovak and
Janice Krueger
Evelyn and John La Fond
Liselotte Lamerdin
Ian Lee-McKinley
The Lofstedt Family
Anne Lozada
Robin Luke and John Casseday
Pamela Lyford
EL and Agatino Maccarrone
Robert MacQueen
Linda and Edgar Marcuse
Anne McBride
Shirley McClure
Karin McCullough 
Ruth McFadden
Michael C. McGoodwin  
    in Memory of  
    Rebecca C. McGoodwin 
Heather McLeland-Wieser
    In memory of Vincent Jolivet 
James Monteith 
Betty and Tracy Moore

Mary Jo White
Margaret White and Thomas Cook
Myron and Anita Whitney
John Wiens and Hilda Wiens
Bob and Lindie Wightman
Virginia Williams II and  
    Corrie Anderson, MD
Mary and Michael Williams
Kathleen Williams
Fred and Judy Ann Williams
Kenneth and Rosemary Willman
Patricia Wilshusen
Sharon Wilson
Gray Wilson
Dan and Joann Wilson
Susan Winokur and Paul Leach
John and Joan Winslow
Alan R. Winslow
Mark Winters
Rob Wiseman and Sarah Michael
Judith Witt
Scott Wittet and Gary Tang
Steve and Lynn Wolf
Roger Wolfson and  
    Laura Fraade-Blanar
Nelson and Yolande Wong
Connie Wong
Roberta Woodmansee
Susan Woolf
John V. Worthington 
Xiaorong Wu
Belinda and Kenneth Young
Rhonda Younker
Julie Zager
Eric Zeigler
Susan Ziegman
William and Georgia Zwartjes

Donor Listing
Warren Munzel
Jay Stuart Wakefield and  
    Susanne Mygatt Wakefield
Thomas Nast
Catherine North and  
    Charmaine Ashcraft
David Olsho
Linda and Jerry Paros
Jean Patton
Nancy Pearson and Roland Yancey
Caroline Pelz Elbow
Meredith Perlman
James Philp
Lori Rath
Louise Reichardt
Richard and Rebecca Ripley
G Louis and Jan Roberts
Jason Rogers
Laura Rotegard
Randall Rubenstein
Ray R. and Jennifer C. Rydberg
Gordon Schlicke
Jonathan Seal and Daniela Birch
Laligam Sekhar
Mary and James Sletten
Sherwood P. and Judith G. Smith
Allan and Carol Sorensen
Nancy Sproull
Virginia Stamey-Johnson
Mary M. Stanton
Brian Rapalee and Amy Stephson
Kristi Sternitzke-Morton and  
    John Morton
Verner and Marianne Stillner
John Stucker and April Lucas
Bert Sullam
Kim and George Suyama
Don and Gloria Swisher
Patricia Tall-Takacs and Gary Takacs
Kourosh Tari
Scott Taylor
Dr. Joan M. Tenenbaum
Jeff and Sheri Tonn
William R. Trilsch
Daniel and Cindy Tufford
Nicholas J. Utzinger
Muriel Van Housen
Sally Vogel
Elizabeth Watson
Kristi and Tom Weir
Jon Westergaard
Karen Wetherell
Kathleen White
Mary Jo White
Darlene and the late Charles Whitney
Mark Winters
Rob Wiseman and Sarah Michael
William and Tina Woodward
Tom Wyckoff
Laurence Wydro
Debbie and Rick Zajicek
Eric Zeigler

Estates
Estate of Alfred and Birte Birkeland
Estate of Jeanne Cornelissen
Estate of Ronald S. Diamond
Estate of Jane W. Fraser
Estate of Jeffrey Marc Gerson
Estate of Ursula Grosser
Estate of Hazel P Hardiman
Estate of Lee David Jacky
Estate of Michael Wai Hin Len
Sigley Family Foundation
Estate of Ina Tateuchi

Listing reflects cumulative donations received July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026.

Additional thanks to the more than 
15,000 donors who made gifts of  
$1-999 in FY26. Your partnership  
and generosity is essential to  
sustaining the music!

David Wall, host, Anita Sprizter, drag queen, and members of Vashon Opera featuring 
selections from Engelbert Humperdinck’s Hänsel und Gretel on Northwest Focus Live.

Brenda Barnes, former CEO,  
Classical KING

Tess Altiveros, soprano, and David McDade, 
piano performing “O Mio Babbino Caro” 
from Gianni Schicchi by Giacomo Puccini.

(Right to left) Sarah Peniston, alto saxophone, Michael Murray, alto saxophone, 
Sara Jolivet, tenor saxophone, and Michael Jolivet, baritone saxophone after 
performing the national anthem at the Mariners game on Aug 24, 2025.

Splinter Precussion performing on Northwest Focus Live

FY26 Volunteers
Kathleen Allen
Pascal Blumenthal
Sean Burrus
Phil Bytheway

Jennifer Chen
Everette Deng
Sherry Dryja
Tracy Eales

Jared Griffin
Roger Hanson  
Xinrui Huang 
Ian Lee-McKinley

Susanne Staats
Anne Tennis
Jason Thornberry
Wen Zhu
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